‘Stop Off-Road Nuisance’ Campaign 

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) identified the issue of off-road nuisance as one of particular concern to the public of Greater Manchester via its various consultation mechanisms. GMPA researched and reviewed some of the issues surrounding off-road nuisance and identified that it was primarily about antisocial behaviour and associated illegal activity.

GMPA decided on two courses of action to undertake: 1) to campaign for the introduction of a mandatory, continuous and retrospective registration scheme and 2) to deliver a GM wide conference. 

1) Off Road registration Scheme

Proposals:

· To ensure that all vehicles registered by the DVLA are displaying their original identity at the point of registration.

· To establish a registration scheme for off-road vehicles that is mandatory, retrospective and continuous.

Benefits

GMPA believes that the current legislation has not kept pace with the advancing popularity of the off-road motorcycle and the resulting anti-social behaviour, which inevitably follows. Many of the motorcycles reported for nuisance use are stolen or suspected stolen and do not display their original identity.

Mandatory, retrospective and continuous registration would address the following:

•
Increased enforcement powers for the police

•
A database providing useful police intelligence 

•
Increased consumer protection and awareness

•
A reduction in the stolen off-road bike trade

Requirements

An amendment to existing legislation should enable the mandatory registration of all off-road motorcycles / vehicles. The Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994 (the Act) requires amendment to ensure that all vehicles must display their original identity at the point of registration.

A further category of vehicle should then be defined within the Act that relates specifically to off-road vehicles, as the Act currently states that first registration occurs at the point of issue of a Vehicle Excise Licence (a VEL is obviously not required for off-road vehicles).

Accountability

“Vehicle” is defined in the Act as a mechanically propelled vehicle. These machines are not toys and a registration scheme would ensure that those purchasing such a machine take on the full range of responsibilities associated with owning a vehicle

2). Conference – November 2005

The aim of the conference was to bring together key representatives and partners from all areas within Greater Manchester. Through open discussion and workshops, attendees had the opportunity to discuss opinions and experiences of best practice. The conference examined the following issues provision, prevention, enforcement and the proposed registration scheme. It is envisaged that a joined up approach to tackling the problem, in line with some of the work already undertaken by the Red Rose Forest, can be achieved. 

Outcome:  GMPA received positive feedback from the conference. The interest shown in the months prior to the conference was a clear indicator that off-road nuisance affected the lives, and indeed the work of many around Greater Manchester. The response to the conference invitations was such that we had to unfortunately turn people away once capacity had been reached.

Whilst the conference delegates represented all ten areas within Greater Manchester there was also a broad range of organisations attending. The following list details just some of the bodies that were represented:

GMPA, GMP, GM Waste and Disposal Authority, West Pennine Housing Association, British Waterways, Countryside Services, Community Safety Teams, Youth Workers, Science Officers, Environmental Officers, Trading Standards Teams and members of the public. The British Auto-Cycle Union, Motorcycle Industry Association and the manager for Trax Motorsport site were also present and provided valuable contributions. 

Judging by the comments made on the day and the feedback we have received since, most delegates found it useful to share their experiences and strategies and to listen to what partners had previously tried. 

The Way Forward:

Whilst exchanging information was rated highly by the majority of delegates, they also felt that there was a strong requirement for an ‘off-road champion’ to be nominated who could steer the future strategy for Greater Manchester and co-ordinate future joined up working. GMPA are happy to step up to this role and build on the ‘Stop Off-Road Nuisance’ campaign by focussing its’ strategic role around two main initiatives:

· To continue to lobby for a registration scheme

(We are currently in the process of drafting amendments to the legislation)

· To co-ordinate a future joined-up strategy

Future strategy.

GMPA proposes a staggered approach to developing a strategy for off-road nuisance as follows:

· To gather information. GMPA will build on the work of Red Rose Forest and look to deliver a survey in order to fill the information gaps on off road nuisance and identify best practice.

· To commit to working with the industry and riders to agree a way forward.

· To work with partners to ensure a standardised approach to enforcement.

· To strive to deliver a uniform understanding of prevention issues – including public education.

· To consider conducting a Greater Manchester-wide examination of provision sites.

In order to achieve these objectives GMPA will evaluate the possibility of conducting mini seminars in each CDRP area, highlighting the issues around off road nuisance and pulling together relevant contacts and decision makers. We would ensure this strategy would run in line with existing GMAC structures and Government policy on crime and disorder including the Respect Agenda.

