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Dear Dr Ladyman,

Re: Campaign for an off-road vehicle registration scheme.

We are writing to you to seek support for Greater Manchester Police Authority’s campaign for an off-road vehicle registration scheme, and subsequently for your consideration of amending the Road Safety Act that is currently progressing though parliament.

As you are aware, off-road nuisance causes misery to thousands of people's lives. Greater Manchester Police received 26,000 complaints of off-road related nuisance within a year. From impinging on the simple right to quiet enjoyment of property or public spaces, to various levels of criminal and antisocial behaviour associated with this activity, the law has not kept pace with the problem. Potentially lethal vehicles are currently in the hands of the most inexperienced and irresponsible and local authorities, the government and the police are ploughing in resources into ‘chasing’ the issue. A registration scheme that is continuous, mandatory and retrospective would help to stop the problem at source and discourage purchases of the bikes, many of which are cheap, unsafe imports or stolen.

GMPA believes a registration scheme would deliver the following benefits: 

Increased enforcement powers for the criminal justice system

Currently there is little scope for establishing the owner of a particular bike. If an individual is causing a nuisance with an off-road motorcycle and the motorcycle is seized under the Police Reform Act, another individual can claim the motorcycle back without penalty if they claim that they are the owner and have no knowledge of the nuisance being caused. A registration scheme would establish the registered keeper and identify the bike at first contact.

Reduction in the stolen off-road motorcycle market
There is no way of knowing the size of the illegal market in stolen off-road motorcycles. Most purchasers do not log the frame or engine numbers which can allow easier identification of stolen property. Judging from the motorcycles seized in GMP, many bikes have the engine / frame numbers defaced. A registration scheme would also allow easier prosecution of those found to be handling stolen goods e.g. in possession of a motorcycle without documentation.
Improvements to police intelligence

If a report of off-road motorcycle nuisance is received, a description of the bike would be able to be used to search for similar bikes registered in the local area, therefore improving the likelihood of identifying the perpetrator.

Additional consumer protection

Currently, consumers have no way of knowing whether or not they are buying stolen property, as there are no requirements to provide documentation. A registration scheme would ensure that keeper records were logged and traceable. Consumers could expect the correct documentation to be available at the point of sale.

Health and safety

A significant amount of unsafe off-road vehicles are imported into this country each year. Some of the mini-bikes can go at speeds up to 60mph. At that speed an unguarded chain acts like a chainsaw, millimetres from the rider's leg; the absence of any suspension means the slightest stone will send the rider flying, the absence of fire-retardant coating the plastic fuel tank means the bike's a potential bomb. The registration scheme could be linked to safety certificates to ensure that retailers and suppliers are held responsible.

The cost of setting up a registration scheme may be off putting but the public money that is currently being spent up and down the country on enforcement and prevention is significant and an inefficient use of resources. In addition, six people have lost their lives on off road vehicles in Greater Manchester alone over the last twelve months, so what price safety?

Another potential counter argument may be that existing enforcement tools are available. Enforcement means that we are allowing incidents to occur and then require a response often from the police or other agencies. However many perpetrators of off-road nuisance show complete disregard for public safety and are prepared to take risks as, the thrill is in the chase. GMP has a ‘no pursuit’ policy, as they are not prepared to take risks with the public or officers. Being able to stop someone on a bike and then seize is far more complicated than it sounds.

One of our key messages is ‘don’t buy a bike unless you are prepared to pay the costs for a safe bike and safety equipment and are able to transport it to legally designated riding areas’. A registration scheme would protect legitimate and safe riders and the motor vehicle industry that produce safe and robust machines, restrict the importation of unsafe vehicles and dissuade those who are not taking their personal and social responsibilities seriously, from purchasing off road bikes. 

We have a mandate from the public for this campaign who regularly tell us how off-road nuisance affects their lives. We have the support of Greater Manchester MPs including Barbara Keeley MP who is the campaign champion in Parliament and Lord Keith Bradley at the House of Lords.

We have written the legislation which would amend the Road Safety Act and we would appreciate a meeting with you to discuss this proposal.

Yours sincerely
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    Derek Osbaldestin 



      Councillor Paul Murphy

    GMPA Chairman




      GMPA Vice Chairman
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